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United Buddy Bears – First Visit to South-East Asia  

 
 

 
 
On 8th December 2011, the United Buddy Bears started their sojourn in the Malaysian capital 
Kuala Lumpur. The Sultan of Selangor is the patron of the exhibition. 
 
The Mayor of Kuala Lumpur, Tan Sri Ahmad Fuad Ismail, the Chairman of Tourism, Datuk Dr. 
Victor Wee, the initiator of the exhibition in Kuala Lumpur, Tan Sri Syed Yusof Tun Syed Nasir 
and Klaus Herlitz jointly opened the exhibition during a festive ceremony. 
 

  
 
 
 

Voices at the exhibition opening  

Tan Sri Ahmad Fuad (Mayor of Kuala Lumpur): “I am delighted that Kuala Lumpur has the 
unique opportunity to partake in spreading the message of tolerance and international 
understanding through this visual attractive work of art. 

Tan Sri Syed Yusof Tun Syed Nasir  (JoJo Events): “We are grateful to have been chosen as 
a destination for the global tour of the United Buddy Bears and hope that the United Buddy 
Bears receive support from all nations and governments, enabling them to go on promoting 
tolerance and peace, at the same time helping children in need.“ 
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Every day, thousands of visitors flock to the exhibition site downtown, in front of the PAVILION 
Kuala Lumpur at Bukit Bintang to see the 147 bear sculptures. 
 
According to the City Council of Kuala Lumpur, more than 3 million visitors are expected to 
visit the exhibition until its final date on 15th February 2012.  
 
New United Buddy Bear for Malaysia 
 
During the opening event, the new United Buddy Bear for Malaysia was unveiled. 
IMUDA, Malaysia’s most renowned artist and comedian, had designed and painted the bear.  

  

His motto is “Malaysia - The Essence of Asia / Malaysia“. This is also the motto promoting the 
South-East Asian state abroad.  

IMUDA’s comic art design shows the different ethnic groups of the country as well as elements 
of its culture, flora and fauna. He also wanted to include the famous Petronas Towers as the 
landmark of Kuala Lumpur. With the bear’s broad smile, the artist sends the following 
message to those who take a look at it: “The bear is smiling. Because when you smile, the 
whole world smiles back at you.“ 

 
Charity 

Like everywhere else in the world, in Kuala Lumpur the Buddy Bears also link the message of 
tolerance, peace and international understanding with help for children in need.  

A large number of charity activities support two local children’s aid organisations - Yayasan 
Permata and Yayasan Raja Muda Selangor - and UNICEF International. The organisers 
realise auctions, sales of merchandising products and events with drawing activities plus 
excursions for children who would normally not get the opportunity to visit the exhibition. 
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During the opening event, visitors and orphaned children got together to release 1000 
balloons – so-called nomadic gardens – into the sky. The helium-filled balloons contain seeds 
of plants that start sprouting as soon they fall onto fertile soil.  

  
 
 
 

Partners and sponsors 
 
The Malaysian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Mayor of Kuala Lumpur, the Malaysian tourism 
organisation Tourism Malaysia, the bank Pembangunan Malaysia Berhad, the logistics 
company Kontena Nasional Berhad, the Pavilion Kuala Lumpur, the JW Marriott Kuala Lumpur 
and the Tesco Stores (M) Sdn Bhd all support the United Buddy Bears exhibition. 

A special thanks goes to the initiators and organisers Jojo Events Sdn Bhd and E-Plus 
Entertainment Productions (M) SdnBhd.      

f.l.t.r.:  Noorusa’adah Othman (JoJo Events), Andrew Ching (E-Plus Entertainment Productions), Hood Osman 
(Kontena Nasional Berhad), Klaus Herlitz (Buddy Bear Berlin), YBhg Datin Cindy Lim (Pavilion Kuala Lumpur), 
YAD Tan Sri Syed Yusof Tun Syed Nasir  (JoJo Events), YBhg Tan Sri Ahmad Fuad Ismail (Mayor of Kuala 
Lumpur), YBhg Datuk Dr. Victor Wee (Chairman of Tourism Malaysia),YBhg Datin Kathleen Chew (JW Marriott 
Kuala Lumpur), YBhg Dato’ Zafer Hashim (Bank Pembangunan Malaysia Berhad)  
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News 
 

 
Bears on the red carpet 
 

Beijing: In October 2011, the film “I phone you" 
celebrated its premiere on the premises of the 
German Embassy in Beijing. The spotlight was 
on the main protagonists Jiang Yiyan and 
Florian Lukas and on a Buddy Bear. The bear 
was designed as an ambassador of Berlin for 
the premiere celebrations. 
 
Berlin and the Chinese capital provide the 
setting for love story. 
     

 
Berlin: For the German premiere of the 
animated 3D film “Puss in Boots“, the stars at 
the event received a special souvenir to remind 
them of their visit.  
 
The original voices behind the animated 
character - Salma Hayek and Antonio Banderas 
- were very pleased about their unique Buddy 
Bear sculptures that were a spitting image of 
Puss in Boots and his friend Kitty Softpaws . 
Speaking to the audience in the full cinema 
auditorium, Antonio Banderas said: “I dedicate 
this Oscar to…“ (Source: dapd) 
 

     Photo: © Paramount Pictures Germany / Andreas Rentz 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
New Buddy Bear – Film Metropolis Berlin 
 
 

Designed by Valeriu Kurtu using his distinctive 
comic art, the latest Buddy Bear miniature 
features famous motifs from Berlin’s film history. 
It shows  Marlene Dietrich in “The Blue Angel“, 
film classics such as “Metropolis“ and “M“ 
together with the Potsdamer Platz and the Zoo 
Palast as today’s locations of festive film 
premieres and film festivals. 
 
The bear is available as a limited edition in the 
sizes 22cm and 6cm. 

BUDDY BÄR BERLIN GMBH – GEISBERGSTRASSE 29 – 10777 BERLIN 
TEL.: +49(0)30 / 88 77 26 81 – FAX: +49(0)30 / 88 77 26 90 - www.buddy -bear.com - info@buddy-bear.com 


