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United Buddy Bears visit Malaysia 

 ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

  
    

The United Buddy Bears continue to travel around the world promoting peace and tolerance 
on every continent. They are currently on the Malaysian island of Penang, where the exhibi-
tion was officially opened on the Esplanade on 28 August. 
 
It will remain as a vibrant feature in Penang’s capital, Georgetown, itself a UNESCO World 
Heritage site since 2008, until 30 October, attracting hordes of visitors. Tourists and locals 
alike love taking photos with the friendly giants. 
 
 



 
     
   

 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 

Buddy Bear auction 
 

 

      

Around 60 Buddy Bears are looking for a new home, and will be auctioned off under the pat-
ronage of Marianne Freifrau von Weizsäcker at Berlin’s Mercedes World on the Salzufer on 
Tuesday, 15 November 2016. 
 
Renowned art ists l ike Elvira Bach, Kani Alavi, Gustavo, Sabeth Holland and 
Frank Rödel, and prominent figures such as Dennenesch Zoudé, Zohre Esmaeli and Nina 
Ruge, have taken up their brushes for a good cause, designing Buddy Bears set to go under 
the proverbial hammer. One hundred percent of the proceeds from these unique, individual 1 
and 2-m creations, as well as the 33-cm miniature bears, go to children’s aid organisations 
like UNICEF, SOS-Kinderdorf, Berliner Bürgerstiftung, DKJS, Menschen helfen!, Buddy Bear 
Help, Berliner helfen and the Fairchance Foundation. All auction costs are covered by spon-
sors and us ourselves.   

For more information on the auction, visit: www.buddy-bear-auction.com 

By the way: If you are unable to attend the auction in person, you can submit your bid in ad-
vance or have an authorised third party bid for you.  
      

Charity 
 

The Buddy Bear activities have so far generated € 2,120,000 for UNICEF and many local 
children’s aid organisations (September 2016). 

 

With the generous support of: 

Zohre Esmaeli at the atelier 
 

Nina Ruge with Buddy Bears  
 

http://www.buddy-bear-auction.com/


 
     
   

 

 

Buddy Bear Help e.V. 
 

 

     
 
Buddy Bear Help is inextricably linked with the Buddy Bears. The non-profit association, 
founded in 2004 by Eva Herlitz and other dynamic supporters, strives to assist the youngest 
members of society – not just locally with Berlin’s children and refugee families, but also in 
distant countries like Malawi, Sierra Leone and Bolivia.  
 
And this aid is urgently needed – both in the capital and in the developing countries. Buddy 
Bear Help provides many different types of support: From financing life-saving heart opera-
tions in La Paz, building schools in Africa (Angola, Malawi, Sierra Leone) and helping an or-
phanage in Sierra Leone, to permanently paying the rent for the facility of ’Die Arche’ in 
Wedding and actively supporting refugee families here in Berlin. 
 
The dedicated executive board place great importance on always being able to act quickly 
and in a non-bureaucratic manner in emergency situations, consistently following the motto 
of: “Every cent for the children”. This means that 100 percent of donations/auction proceeds 
are used for the various children’s projects. All organisational and administrative costs are 
borne by the association’s members. 
 

 
 

Heart operations in Bolivia School in Sierra Leone 

Refugee relief in Berlin 
 



 
     
   

 

Buddy Bear Help is primarily focused on helping children in need. But its work of course goes 
well beyond this, including long-term goals, which the association has been pursuing for 
many years. Projects are constantly being initiated with Berlin’s schools, and the students are 
involved in the aid work to ensure they are aware, from a young age, how important it is to 
help those worse off – and that helping brings pleasure!  
 
With your donations and part of the proceeds from the Buddy Bear auction on 15 November 
2016 in Berlin, Buddy Bear Help can continue to support children dependent on external aid 
here in Berlin and all over the world, and give them a better start to later life. We thank you 
for this. 
 
buddy-bear-help.org 
 

     
 
 

News in brief 
 

 

Green Buddy Award 2016 
 

Trend-setting initiatives for sustainable development 

deserve recognition. The “Green Buddy Award”, pre-

sented by Angelika Schöttler, district mayor of 

Tempelhof-Schöneberg, together with the Berlin Busi-

ness Development Corporation and other partners, 

honours businesses whose philosophies take into ac-

count the environment and sustainability. The prizes 

will be awarded on 3 November at the workshop of the 

EUREF campus. For more information, visit: 

www.berlin.de/greenbuddy 
     

 

  

„Die Arche Wedding“ 
 

Berlin school project: A school in Malawi 
 

http://buddy-bear-help.org/
http://www.berlin.de/greenbuddy


 
     
   

 

 
 

 

 
Berlin school project with United Buddy Bears – The Minis 

 

 

     
 
In May this year, the Christoph-Földerich-Grundschule primary school spent a week playing 
host to the United Buddy Bears – The Minis. This unique school project saw 112 of the one-
metre-tall bears being exhibited at the school grounds in Spandau from 23 to 29 May. 
A number of guests from the political arena and Spandau education authority attended the 
opening.   
 
The United Buddy Bears tolerance project was run under the joint patronage of the Berlin 
State Senator for Education, Youth Affairs and Science, Sandra Scheeres, and the district 
councillor, Gerhard Hanke, from the Department of Youth Affairs, Education, Culture and 
Sport. The opening speeches on the topic of tolerance highlighted the need for a positive, 
trend-setting welcoming culture, and called on the guests to adopt and perpetuate an attitude 
of international understanding. 
 

    
 
During the exhibition, the Christoph-Földerich-Grundschule primary school carried out the 
“Many children – one world’ project combating xenophobia, reservations and prejudices 
against other nationalities and cultures. The aim was to cement and reinforce the notion of 
tolerance and a welcoming culture in school life. For an entire week, all classes, with stu-
dents from 40 different countries, worked on selected focus topics. The project gained partic-
ular relevance as a result of some 1700 war refugees being housed right near the school. 
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