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Buddy Bear Xmas Wishes
______________________________________________________________
With the auction on 15th November
as the highlight in 2016, the 16th
year of the Buddy Bears is drawing
to a close. We would like to thank
you for your interest in our past and
present activities and wish you and
your family a peaceful and

HAPPY CHRISTMAS
and a good start for 2017.
We are particularly grateful to all
those whose contributions ensured
that the total auction proceeds of
€107,250 are a true “Christmas present“ for children in need. Once
again, many people have worked
hand in hand to end the year 2016 with this wonderful success.
THANK YOU SO MUCH

Some impressions from the auction
Total proceeds of 107,250 euros in aid of children’s relief organisations were a successful final result
of the big Buddy Bear auction on15th November 2016.

Top model Franziska Knuppe
at the auction

Zohre Esmaeli with her bear Azadeh
at the Mercedes-Welt in Berlin

Arne Friedrich with Arnold, the
bear painted by the footballer

Witnessed by many bidders, international artists and celebrities such as the former member of the
German national football team, Arne Friedrich and the model and book author Zohre Esmaeli, 51
large and smaller bears were put up for auction by auctioneer Julia Theurkauf at the Mercedes-Welt
in Berlin.

Auctioneer Julia Theurkauf is on the stage with
Franziska Knuppe and receives the first bids

Eva Herlitz and Swiss artist Sabeth Holland –
pictured with the artist’s Twin Bear Boy

The most successful bear of this auction was a smaller, only 1m tall bear
that was put up for auction by the auctioneer and UNICEF Ambassador
Franziska Knuppe. Nina Ruge and the artist Andrej Wolff had designed
the bear that is named “Innamorata”. It generated the fantastic amount of
12,500 euros for the benefit of the children’s relief organisation UNICEF.
The Buddy Bear shows very endangered species as well as species facing extinction. The committed animal conservationist and Buddy Bear
supporter Nina Ruge was keen to raise awareness of the threats faced by
these animals.
Marianne von Weizsäcker was the patron of the auction.
100% of the proceeds generated at this auction will be donated to preselected children’s relief organisations such as UNICEF, the Fairchance
Foundation, SOS Children’s Villages across the world, the organisation Buddy Bear Help and also the
German Children and Youth Foundation (Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendstiftung – DKJS).
All costs were covered by sponsors as well as Buddy Bär Berlin.

Charity
So far, Buddy Bear activities have generated around €2,234,000 for UNICEF and many local
children’s relief organisations. The big Buddy Bear auction in Berlin in November 2016 alone
generated 107,250 euros for the good cause. (Reference date: November 2016).

Green Buddy Award 2016 – Sustainability in Berlin and for Berlin
Another major Buddy Bear event in Berlin also took place in November. On 3/11/2016, the Green
Buddy Awards – the environmental award of the Berlin district Tempelhof-Schöneberg – were presented on the premises of the EUREF Campus for the sixth time.

The Green Buddys were awarded in four categories.

District Mayor Schöttler with Dr. Klaus Herlitz

The prize is awarded in four categories to companies with a particular commitment to sustainability
and environmental responsibility. 24 Berlin companies had applied to receive the award. For the first
time, two companies received a trophy in the same category – “Waste Avoidance. Reduce, Reuse
und Recycle“: akku-wechsel.de and the start-up company Dörrwerk convinced the jury – again supported by District Mayor Angelika Schöttler (SPD) – with their respective sustainability concepts.
Another start-up company, the Green City Solutions GmbH, won the Green Buddy Award that included prize money in the amount of 2,000 euros in the category solutions for “Smart Cities“. Their
mobile moss wall absorbs fine particles in the city air and produces cleaner air in metropolises.
Established companies such as General Electric and the Deutsche Telekom were also lucky winners
of awards. They received 22cm tall Buddy Bears for their commitment to “Environmentally-friendly
Production” and in the category “Protection of Listed Buildings“.

All winners of the Green Buddy Awards with the speakers who gave the eulogies
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