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United Buddy Bears in St. Petersburg  

 
 
 

 
 
Since 21st June 2012, the United Buddy Bears have been presented in the Alexandrovsky 
Park (next to the Hermitage Museum) in St Petersburg. 
 
With the launch of the Year of Germany in Russia, the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to the Russian Federation, Ulrich Brandenburg, opened the exhibition together with 
the Chairman of the Committee on Culture in St Petersburg, Dmitry Meskhiev, with Benedikt 
Haller (Consul General of Germany in St Petersburg), and the project initiators, Klaus and Eva 
Herlitz as well as the sponsors of the exhibition. 
 

 

   
 
Photo left: f.l.t.r.: Daniel Riccò, Ulrich Brandenburg, Dmitry Meskhiev, Eva and Klaus Herlitz, Silvio Thiede 
(HeidelbergCement), Viktorija Palunite (German Consulate General), Ekaterina Kovylyaeva (Teamlines), Andrey 
Gordasevich (Volkswagen) and Ruslan Petrukhin (DB Schenker) 
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Unveiling a new bear for Russia      

     

A new bear representing Russia will take part in the global tour in the future. For the  artist 
Marina Muzalevski, who was born in Saint Petersburg, the Russia of her childhood provided 
the inspiration for her bear’s design.  Images from nature and the typical Russian wooden 
dolls are incorporated in the traditional lacquer painting technique Khokhloma. Marina 
Muzalevski’s great-grandfather was one of the originators of this traditional Russian handicraft 
style.  

This bear’s predecessor – designed by the Russian artist Rais Khalilov – will be sold at an 
auction for the benefit of a children’s aid organisation in Russia. In mid-September, the 2.13m 
tall boxer Nikolai Sergeyevich Valuev will present this bear to the successful bidder at a gala 
event organised by the Goethe-Insitut. 
 
 
Thank you!  
 

   

The German Consulate General in St Petersburg, DB Schenker, the VOLKSWAGEN Group 
Rus, HeidelbergCement RUS, Teamlines and Hamburg Süd support the exhibition in  
St Petersburg. 
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Everybody need some Buddy … 

 
 
The Minis in Bratislava 
 
This miniature version of the United Buddy Bears is 
leaving its mark in Bratislava this summer.  
 
Until 13th August 2012, Polus City Center visitors 
have the opportunity to get to know the 109 Minis 
as “Bears without Frontiers”. Numerous events 
accompanying the exhibition support the Slovakian 
youth team at the Paralympic Games in London.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Cambodia 

The artist Marlene Berghaus designed this bear 
that will embark on its journey to Cambodia shortly. 
Its new home will be in front of the "Angkor Hospital 
for Children" (www.angkorhospitel.org) near Angkor 
Wat.  

The purpose of the bear is to raise awareness 
among the many tourists from all over the world for 
the children’s hardship and to collect donations for 
these children. 

 

Berlin - New York - Washington 

Following the events on 11th September 2001, 
Berlin presented this bear designed by Helge 
Leiberg to New York City.  

After it had been shown in Bowling Green Park in 
the South of Manhattan, the bear moved to the 
German Embassy in Washington as a permanent 
loan, where it found a new home in the garden of 
the German Ambassador’s residence. 

 

Charity 
 

Up to now, Buddy Bear activities have raised more than €1.9 million in aid of UNICEF and many local 
children’s relief organisations through donations and auctions. (*Reference date: July 2012) 
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