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United Buddy Bears in Havanna 

 
 

 
 

   The United Buddy Bear on the square Plaza San Francisco de Asis, Havana. 
 

128 Buddy Bears will be visiting Cuba, following a joint initiative of the German Embassy in 
Havana and the Federal Foreign Office. The municipal government of Havana supports the non-
profit exhibition. The 2m tall bear sculptures that globally promote tolerance and international 
understanding will be presented to their visitors round the clock on the square Plaza San Francisco 
de Asis - in the heart of Havana’s old town - from 16th January until 2nd March 2015.  

 

  The initiators:     

                                                              

THANK YOU TO THE SPONSORS! 
A special thank you to all the sponsors who make it possible to realise the exhibition in Havana:  
 

 

   
                 

  
                          

                                                
 

 
 

Photo montage 



 
       

 

The journey continues: United Buddy Bears in Santiago de Chile 
 
Well over 30 million visitors enjoyed looking at the likeable, colourful bears in previous exhibitions 
on all five continents. And the journey of the United Buddy Bears is far from over. Following the 
exhibition in Havana at the beginning of 2015, the United Buddy Bears will continue their journey 
and visit Chile. The German Embassy in Santiago de Chile is the initiator of this exhibition that will 
take place from the end of April until mid-June 2015.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

   
 
Heidi Hetzer on a global tour 
 

Heidi Hetzer travels around the world in her 
vintage car, doing good deeds. The 77-year-old 
businesswoman and former rally driver expects to 
complete her project two years from now. 
 
During her long road trip, she supports charity 
organisations and raises money for children’s aid 
organisations. And no round-the-world trip is 
complete without a Buddy Bear in the luggage! 
The bear is currently her loyal companion – and a 
young fan in Mongolia was immediately fond of the 
Buddy Bear. 

 
 
 

 

Charity 
 

So far (since 2002), a total of more than €2,050,000* has been raised in aid of UNICEF and 
many regional children’s relief organisations (*reference date: December 2014). 

 



 
       

 

 Buddy Bears for German diplomatic missions 
 

“Buddy Bears are the best ambassadors for Berlin and a cosmopolitan Germany.” 
(Dr. Frank Walter Steinmeier, Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs) 

 
Every German diplomatic mission has the opportunity to place a Buddy Bear in front of its 
embassy building. Many embassies and general consulates have already done this. The 
result: Individually designed Buddy Bears, creating an artistic link between Germany and 
the host country, thus emphasising the strong ties between the two countries. 

 

Photo: f.l.t.r. Yenatfenta Abate (artist), H.E. Fesseha Asghedom Tessema (Ambassador of Ethiopia in Berlin), Dr. Klaus 
Herlitz (initiator Buddy Bear Berlin) 

 
Jackie Chan and the Buddy Bears 

In 2014, Jackie Chan’s editorial office launched a 
call for a new Buddy Bear drawing competition and 
was quickly flooded with designs. The actor was 
impressed by his fans’ creativity and chose a winner 
from the many fantastic submissions.Time and 
again, Jackie Chan supports children in need. The 
U.S. magazine “Forbes” named him as “one of the 
ten most generous celebrities in the world”. For 
more information on Jackie Chan’s children’s aid 
projects, please have a look at: 
jackiechankids.com. 

 



 
       

 

Mario Barth’s new world record 
 

A total audience of 116,498 
people filled the Olympic 
Stadium in Berlin for the two 
Mario Barth shows that took 
place at Whitsun 2014. With 
this number of spectators, the 
Berliner set the world record as 
a comedian attracting the 
largest audience within 24 
hours. The magic number of 
his Guinness Book record and 
the names of more than 70,000 people present at the event were 
immortalised on the Buddy Bear with a unique design. This Buddy 
Bear was placed at the Olympic Stadium in Berlin. The campaign 
generated EUR 10,000 for the youth aid organisation “Die Arche” to 
benefit children in need.  

 
 

The new “Vocational Training Buddy – Berlin-Reinickendorf” 
 

Under the patronage of the district authority Berlin-Reinickendorf, prizes are awarded every year to 
honour companies for their special accomplishments in vocational training – by providing places for 
vocational training, high-quality vocational training and special support for the trainees’ occupational 

advancement. The award winners in 2014 are: 
 

1. Prize: MAN Diesel & Turbo SE 
2. Prize: G-elit Präzisionswerkzeuge (precision 

tools) 
3. Prize:  Borsig GmbH  
4. Special Buddy: stabotec steel, move & service 

GmbH 
 

Photo: Top row; Borsig GmbH representatives Andreas Peter 
and Anton Schwarz; bottom row: f.l.t.r. City councillor Uwe 
Brockhausen, Senator Dilek Kolat, Bettina Kerwien (stabotec), 
Ralf Thon (MAN), Wolfgang Weber (G-elit), Cornelia Thon (MAN) 
 

 
 

Green Buddy Award 2014                                                                          
 

Since 2011, the Berlin district Tempelhof-Schöneberg has presented the GREEN 
BUDDY AWARD in cooperation with the Buddy Bär Berlin GmbH. With this 
environmental award, the district authority and the district consultancy 
Wirtschaftsförderung pay tribute to companies where ecology and sustainability are 

an integral part of their corporate 
philosophy. These companies have 
demonstrated exemplary commitment to 
achieve sustainable development. This year’s award 
winners are: 
Innovation: Ruksaldruck GmbH & Co.KG and the 
enterprise network Netzwerk Großbeerenstraße e.V. 
Energy-efficient refurbishment of buildings / Eco-
friendly construction: Urbanis GmbH / BVG AöR 
Production / Product-related services: AfB 
gemeinnützige GmbH 

Photo: The band performing at the evening event, The Thiams 
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